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In the wake of the brutal Hamas massacre on 7 October and Israel’s ensuing destruction of lives and
infrastructure in the Gaza Strip, we, Israelis committed to the democratic future of the two peoples,
are convinced that the international community must take clear action toward the realization of the
two-state solution. Recognition of the State of Palestine as a full member of the United Nations
would be an important step along this road.

The recognition of a Palestinian state is a matter of principle and historic justice. It is also a way to
bring back a chance for quiet in this war-torn region. Such a significant diplomatic endeavor would
remove the ambiguity that had tainted the entire “peace process” from its inception, put diplomacy
back on track, and force the parties to the conflict, as well as the main international actors, to meet
their responsibilities.

In this regard, we welcome reports that Spain, Ireland, Malta, and Slovenia intend to soon announce
their recognition of the State of Palestine and to support its full membership in the United Nations.

We call on the remaining EU Member States, the UK, and other states to follow suit as an important
step toward achieving the two-state solution. This war must not become yet another chapter in the
long history of violence between Israelis and Palestinians. There is no better way to restore faith in
diplomacy than recognizing the State of Palestine now.
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