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April 22, 2021

Dear Mr. Yoav Gallant, Israeli minister of education,
CC: Mr. Reuven Rivlin, President of Israel
Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel
Mr. Benjamin Gantz, Alternate Prime Minister and Defense Minister of Israel

We, senior computer scientists and mathematicians from around the world, congratulate Oded
Goldreich on being selected as the winner of the 2021 Israel Prize and for his fundamental contribu-
tions to computer science and mathematics and their impact on technology. We regret that he has
not been awarded the Prize as of yet.

We wish to express our strong support for awarding Goldreich the Prize, and congratulate the
state of Isracl for supporting such brilliant and transformative scientists. The Isracl Prize has been an
internationally recognized symbol of excellence, free of political considerations and representative of
the achievements of the diverse population of the entire country. It should remain a beacon of light to
the world.

We emphatically believe that refusal to grant an award to a scientist merely because of their political
views will endanger the academic excellence that Israel is renowned for, and will greatly diminish the
value of the Isracl Prize going forward.

By signing our names below, we hereby urge you to award the 2021 Isracl Prize for mathematics

and computer science to Professor Goldreich.

Prof. Alfred V. Aho
Columbia University, USA

Turing award laureate, 2020

Prof. Constantinos Daskalakis
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA
Nevanlinna prize laureate, 2018

Prof. Shafi Goldwasser
Director of Simons Institute, UC Berkeley, USA
Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel

Turing award laureate, 2012

Prof. Sir Timothy Gowers
Collége de France, France
University of Cambridge, UK
Fields medal laureate, 1998
Prof. Martin E. Hellman
Stanford University, USA
Turing award laureate, 2015

Prof. Richard Karp
UC Berkeley, USA
Turing award laureate, 1985

Prof. Jon Kleinberg
Cornell University, USA
Nevanlinna prize laureate, 2006

Prof. Silvio Micali
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA
Turing award laureate, 2012

Prof. David Patterson
UC Berkeley, USA
Turing award laureate, 2017

Prof. Ronald L. Rivest

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA
Turing award laureate, 2002

Prof. Peter Sarnak
Institute for Advanced Study, USA
Wolf prize laureate, 2014

Prof. Peter Shor
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA
Nevanhnna prize laureate, 1998

Prof. Daniel A. Spielman
Yale University, USA
Nevanlinna prize laureate, 2010

Prof. Madhu Sudan
Harvard University, USA
Nevanlinna prize laureate, 2002

Prof. Terence Tao
UC Los Angeles, USA
Frelds medal laureate, 2006

Prof. Jeffrey Ullman
Stanford University, USA
Turing award lawreate, 2020

Prof. Leslie Valiant
Harvard University, USA
Nevanlinna prize laureate, 1986
Turing award lawreate, 2010

Prof. Avi Wigderson

Institute for Advanced Study, USA
Nevanlinna prize laureate, 1994
Abel prize laureate, 2021
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