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February 25, 2003

dna computer sets guinness record

The latest entry in the Guinness Book of World Records for smallest biological computing device is a microscopic gadget composed of DNA and enzymes that not only reads DNA for
data but uses it as fuel.

Israeli scientists reported Monday that just two spoonfuls could hold up to 30 million billion of such molecular computers, which could perform about 640 trillion operations per
second -- nearly 2o times as many as Japan's Earth Simulator, the most powerful supercomputer now active.

"The long-term goal is to eventually create autonomous, programmable molecular computing devices that can operate in vivo, eventually inside the human body, and function as
'doctors in a cell," researcher Ehud Shapiro, a computer scientist at the Weizmann Institute of Science, told United Press International.
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Comments

1 don't think we're moving into a new stage of civilization just yet. We're still in the industrial age, probably more so than ever. When crazy stuff like tiny bio computers gets out of the lab and
onto our desktops, streets, bloodstream - then we'll be there.

Posted by: Shane on February 25, 2003 01:17 PM
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