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Abstract. Let G be a real reductive algebraic group, and let H ⊂ G be an algebraic subgroup.
It is known that the action of G on the space of functions on G/H is ”tame” if this space is
spherical. In particular, the multiplicities of the space S(G/H) of Schwartz functions on G/H
are finite in this case. In this paper we formulate and analyze a generalization of sphericity
that implies finite multiplicities in S(G/H) for small enough irreducible representations of G.

1. Introduction

Let G be a reductive algebraic group defined over R, and X be a smooth algebraic G-
variety. Let g denote the Lie algebra of G, g∗ denote the dual space, and N (g∗) ⊂ g∗ denote
the nilpotent cone. Let µ : T ∗X→ g∗ denote the moment map (see §2.1 for its definition).

Definition A. (i) For a nilpotent orbit O ⊂ N (g∗) we say that X is O-spherical if

dimµ−1(O) ≤ dim X +
1

2
dim O.

(ii) For a G-invariant subset Ξ ⊂ N (g∗), we say that X is Ξ-spherical if it is O-spherical for
every orbit O ⊂ Ξ.

We show that a homogeneous G-variety G/H is O-spherical if and only if dim O ∩ h⊥ ≤
dim O/2, where h⊥ ⊂ g∗ denotes the space of functionals vanishing on the Lie algebra h of
H. We also prove the following criterion for sphericity with respect to closures of Richardson
orbits, i.e. orbits that intersect parabolic nilradicals by open dense subsets.

Theorem B (§2.2). Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup, let OP denote the corresponding
Richardson orbit, and OP denote its closure. Then X is OP-spherical if and only if P has
finitely many orbits on X.

This implies in particular that X is {0}-spherical if and only if G has finitely many orbits
on X and that X is N (g∗)-spherical if and only if X is spherical.

As a byproduct of the proof of Theorem B, we obtained the following theorem.

Theorem C (See Corollary 2.2.10 below). Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup, and let O ⊂
N (g∗) be any Richardson nilpotent orbit. Then the intersection O ∩ p⊥ is Lagrangian in O,
with respect to the Kirillov-Kostant-Souriau symplectic form on O (see Definition 2.1.7 below).
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This theorem is well known in the special case O = OP.
Let G := G(R) denote the group of real points of G and similarly X := X(R). Let M(G)

denote the category of finitely-generated smooth admissible Fréchet representations of moderate
growth (see [Wall92, §11.5]).

Our main motivation for the notion of O-spherical variety is the following theorem.

Theorem D (See Corollary 4.2.2 below). Let π ∈ M(G) and let Ξ denote the associated
variety1 of the annihilator of π. If X is Ξ-spherical then π has finite multiplicity in S(X), i.e.

dim HomG(S(X), π) <∞.

We actually prove a more general theorem, that allows to consider certain bundles on X,
and replaces the reductivity assumption on G by certain assumptions on π.

We deduce the theorem from the following theorem on invariant distributions.

Theorem E (See Theorem 3.2.1 below). Let I ⊂ U(g) be a two-sided ideal, and let V(I) ⊂ g∗

denote its associated variety. Suppose that V(I) lies in the nilpotent cone of g∗. Let X,Y be
V(I)-spherical G-manifolds. Let S∗(X × Y )∆G,I denote the space of tempered distributions on
X × Y that are invariant under the diagonal action of G, and annihilated by I. Then

dimS∗(X × Y )∆G,I <∞
Moreover, the space S∗(X × Y )∆G,I consists of holonomic distributions.

We prove this theorem using the theory of modules over the ring of algebraic differential
operators. Namely, we use the theorem that states that the space of solutions of every holonomic
D-module in tempered distributions is finite-dimensional.

Applying Theorem D to branching problems we obtain the following statements. For a nilpo-
tent orbit O ⊂ g∗ denote by MO(G) the subcategory of M(G) consisting of representations
with associated variety of the annihilator lying in the closure of O.

Corollary F (See Proposition 4.3.1 below). Let H ⊂ G be a reductive subgroup, and let
O1 ⊂ g∗ and O2 ⊂ h∗ be nilpotent orbits. Consider the following conditions:

(a) O1 = OP for some parabolic subgroup P ⊂ G, O2 = OQ for some parabolic subgroup
Q ⊂ H, and the set of double cosets Q\G/P is finite.

(b) dim O′1 ∩ p−1
h (O′2) ≤ (dim O′1 + dim O′2)/2 for any O′1 ⊂ O1 and O′2 ⊂ O2.

(c) For every π ∈MO1
(G) and τ ∈MO2

(H), we have dim HomH(π|H , τ) <∞.

Then we have (a)⇒(b)⇒ (c).

Corollary G (See §4.3 below). Let H ⊂ G be a reductive subgroup.

(i) Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup, and suppose that G/P is a spherical H-variety. Then
for every π ∈MOP

(G), the restriction π|H has finite multiplicities.
(ii) Let Q ⊂ H be a parabolic subgroup. If Q is spherical as a subgroup of G, then for any

τ ∈MOQ
(H), the Schwartz induction indGH τ has finite multiplicities.

For the case when the commutant [g, g] is simple, all pairs (H,P) such that H is a symmetric
subgroup of G, and G/P is a spherical H-space are classified in [HNOO13, §5, Table 2]. More
generally, a strategy for classifying all pairs (H,P) of subgroups of G satisfying the conditions

1see §3.1.4 below for the definition
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of Corollary G(i) is given in [AP14]. This strategy is also implemented in loc. cit. for G = SLn,
and in [AP21] for all the other classical groups.

The pairs of subgroups Q ⊂ H ⊂ G such that H is a symmetric subgroup of G, and Q is a
parabolic subgroup of H that is also a spherical subgroup of G are classified in [HNOO13, §6,
Table 3]. For some representatives of this class of pairs, H-multiplicities of degenerate principal
series representations are studied in detail in [MOO16, FO19].

The main example of non-simple [g, g] is the diagonal symmetric pair: G = H×H, with H
embedded diagonally. This case gives the following corollary.

Corollary H. Let H be a reductive group, and P,Q ⊂ H be parabolic subgroups. Suppose that
H/P×H/Q is a spherical H-variety, under the diagonal action.

Then for any π ∈ MOP
(H) and any τ ∈ MOQ

(H), the tensor product π ⊗ τ has finite

multiplicities as a representation of H.

Corollaries F and G also hold in a wider generality, that allows the groups to be non-reductive,
but puts restrictions on the representations (see Definition 4.1.5). This allows to apply Corollary
G(ii) to mixed models. We do so in Corollary 4.3.3 below. Let us give an example for this
corollary, that can also be seen as a generalization of the Shalika model.

Example I (See §4.3 below). Let G = GL2n, R ⊂ G be the standard parabolic subgroup with
Levi part L = GLn×GLn and unipotent radical U = Matn×n, M = ∆ GLn ⊂ L, H := MU.
Let Omin ⊂ m∗ denote the minimal nilpotent orbit (which consists of rank 1 matrices), and let
π ∈MOmin

(M). Extend π to a representation of H by letting U act trivially. Let ψ be a unitary

character of H. Then indGH(π ⊗ ψ) has finite multiplicities.

A similar example works for the orthogonal groups G = O4n, L = GL2n, M = Sp2n, and the
next-to-minimal orbit Ontm ⊂ m∗, which consists of matrices of rank 2 in sp∗2n.

1.1. Background and motivation. Harmonic analysis on spaces with a group action is a
central direction of modern representation theory. So far, most of the attention was given
to spherical spaces, see e.g. [Del98, vBS05, AGRS10, AG09, SZ12, GGPW12, MW12, KO13,
Kob15, KS16, KS18, SV17, KKS18, Del18, GGP20, DKKS21, Wan]. Indeed, the spherical (or
real/p-adic spherical) spaces X seem to be the most natural spaces to consider if one wants
to analyse the entire space of functions on X, because of the coherence properties this space
possesses, see [KO13, KS16, SV17], and [AGS15, Appendix A].

However, if we restrict our attention to a subcategory of representations of the group, namely
to representations with associated variety of the annihilator lying in a fixed subset of the
nilpotent cone, some coherence properties hold in a wider generality, as exhibited by Theorem
D. This serves as our main motivation for the notion of a Ξ-spherical space.

1.2. Examples. The classification of all pairs of parabolic subgroups satisfying the condition
of Corollary H is given in [Ste03]. In particular, this shows that the product of two small
representations2 of a classical group has finite multiplicities. Also, for GLn the product of any
representation π ∈ M(G) with any minimal representation τ has finite multiplicities. This
allows to define some analogue of translation functors, by sending π to the projection of π ⊗ τ
on the subcategory corresponding to a fixed central character.

2i.e. representations such that the square of every matrix in the associated variety of the annihilator is zero.
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For H ∈ {GLn, Sp2n, SO2n+1}, all triples of parabolic subgroups such that H has finitely
many orbits under the diagonal action on H/P1 ×H/P2 ×H/P3 are classified in [MWZ99,
MWZ00, Mat15]. They also show that these groups never have finitely many orbits on the
quadriple product

∏4
i=1 H/Pi unless Pi = H for some i.

Given an orbit O ⊂ µ(X) ⊂ g∗ it is natural to ask whether a strict inequality dimµ−1(O) <
dimX + dim O/2 is possible. In Proposition 2.2.9 below we show that it is not possible if
O is a Richardson orbit. However, in Appendix B below, Ido Karshon shows that for non-
Richradson O it is possible. In this example X = G/H, and in fact it is computed that
dim O∩h⊥ < dim O/2. This is interesting since the scheme-theoretic intersection of O with h⊥

is co-isotropic with respect to the Kirillov-Kostant-Souriau symplectic form on O (see Definition
2.1.7 below), but obviously in this case the intersection is not reduced. Another example, in
which H is a parabolic subgroup, was provided by Dmitry Panyushev - see Example 2.2.11
below. Under additional conditions that H is either symmetric, or spherical and solvable this
is not possible by [Gin89, Proposition 3.1.1] and [CG97, Theorem 1.5.7] which show that in
these cases the set-theoretic intersection O ∩ h⊥ is Lagrangian.

Let us now give an example of an O-spherical subgroup for a non-Richardson orbit O,
computed in [GS21, §9 and Appendix A], motivated by the local θ-correspondence in type II.

Example 1.2.1. Let G := GLn×GLk× Sp2nk (when we pass to real groups we will have to
consider a double cover). Let ι be the composition of the two natural embeddings

GLn×GLk ↪→ GLnk ↪→ Sp2nk,

and let H be the graph of ι. Let O := Oreg ×Oreg ×Omin. Then H is O-spherical.

The theory of local θ-correspondence implies a strong form of multiplicity one in this case,
if we replace G by its metaplectic cover. This serves as an evidence that Theorem D may
generalize to covering groups.

1.3. Related results. It is proven in [KO13] that for spherical subgroups H ⊂ G, the H-
multiplicities of all irreducible admissible representations are universally bounded. The literal
analogue of this result to O-spherical subgroups cannot hold already for O = {0}: every sub-
group H ⊂ G is {0}-spherical, including the trivial H, M{0}(G) consists of finite-dimensional
representations, and multiplicities equal the dimension. A possible general conjecture is that it
is bounded by cO∩k⊥- some total multiplicity (taken with some coefficients of geometric nature)
of K-orbits lying in O ∩ k⊥ in the associated cycle of π (which is a finer invariant than the
annihilator variety), where K is a maximal compact subgroup of G.

On the other hand, [Kob21, §7], [Kob] give a sufficient condition for bounded multiplicities
for branching problems for symmetric pairs, in terms of distinction with respect to another
symmetric subgroup. By Theorem 1.3.2 below and [Kno90] this condition is more restrictive
than the condition in Corollary G(i).

By Theorems B and D, a sufficient condition for every π ∈ MOP
(G) to have finite H-

multiplicities is that P has finitely many orbits on G/H. The following result provides a
necessary condition in similar terms.

Theorem 1.3.1 ([Tau19, Theorem 2.4]). Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup. If all degenerate
principal series representations of the form IndGP σ, with dimσ <∞ have finite H-multiplicities,
then H has finitely many orientable orbits on G/P .



FINITE MULTIPLICITIES BEYOND SPHERICAL PAIRS 5

Corollary J. Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup defined over R, and let P be the corresponding
parabolic subgroup of G. Suppose that for all but finitely many orbits of H on G/P, the set of
real points is non-empty and orientable. Then the following are equivalent.

(i) H is OP-spherical, where OP denotes the Richardson orbit of P.
(ii) Every π ∈MOP

(G) has finite multiplicities.
(iii) H has finitely many orbits on G/P .
(iv) H has finitely many orbits on G/P.

The assumption of the corollary holds in particular if H and G are complex reductive groups.
Another necessary condition for every π ∈MOP

(G) to have finite H-multiplicities is that H
has an open orbit on G/P , see [Kob14, Corollary 6.8].

When the conditions of the corollary are not satisfied, the finiteness of H\G/P is not neces-
sary. Indeed, when P is a minimal parabolic subgroup defined over R, the finiteness of H\G/P
implies that all π ∈M(G) have finite multiplicities, by [KO13]. However, for general parabolic
subgroups, the finiteness of H\G/P is not sufficient, and a series of counterexamples is provided
in [Tau18]. These are examples of non-spherical H ⊂ G, and a parabolic P ⊂ G for which
H\G/P is finite, but the H-multiplicities of degenerate principal series representations IndGP χ
are infinite. For a very explicit description of the basic example in these series see [Tau19,
Outline of the proof of Theorem 2.2].

The recent work [GS21] allows also to give a microlocal necessary condition for the non-
vanishing of the multiplicity space. For this purpose we remark that by [BB85, Jos85] (cf.
[Vog91, Corollary 4.7]), for any irreducible π ∈ M(G), the annihilator variety AnV(π) is the
closure of a single orbit, that we will denote O(π).

Theorem 1.3.2 ([GS21, §9]). Let π ∈ M(G) be irreducible. Suppose that π is a quotient of

S(X), for some O(π)-spherical G-manifold X. Then O(π) ⊂ Imµ(X). Moreover, if X = G/H
then

2 dim O(π) ∩ h⊥ = dim O(π).

In [AGKL16], it is shown that for any R-spherical subgroup H ⊂ G, and most choices of a
maximal compact subgroup K ⊂ G, the Harish-Chandra module of any π ∈ M(G) is finitely-
generated over h. This implies both finite multiplicities, and finiteness of higher homology
groups. We wonder whether the same holds for Ξ-spherical subgroups and π ∈MΞ(G).

Theorem E implies that the relative characters of π ∈ MΞ(G) corresponding to Ξ-spherical
subgroups are holonomic. For spherical subgroups, it is further shown in [Li20] that the relative
characters are regular holonomic. We conjecture that this holds for Ξ-spherical subgroups as
well.

1.4. Open questions. The first open question is to give a necessary and sufficient condition for
finite H-multiplicities inMΞ(G). As discussed above, in some settings our sufficient condition
is also necessary, but in others it is not.

Another goal, which is probably easier, is to extend our results to covering groups.
Further, we can consider an “additive character” χ of h, i.e. a differential of a group map

H→ Ga. Then, we think that under some conditions on h and χ, in all the statements above we
can replace the multiplicity spaces by Homh(π, χ), and the set h⊥ by p−1

h (χ), where ph : g∗ → h∗

is the standard projection. This would imply the finiteness of certain generalized Whittaker
models. Such a twisted version of Theorem 1.3.2 is proven in [GS21, §9].



6 AVRAHAM AIZENBUD AND DMITRY GOUREVITCH

We would also like to find an example in which O∩ h⊥ has dimension at most dim O/2, but
for some O′ ⊂ O we have dim O′ ∩ h⊥ > dim O′/2, or prove that such examples do not exist.
We would also like to know whether the O-sphericity is equivalent to a certain subvariety of
T ∗X ×O′ being isotropic, for every O′ ⊂ O, as we prove for Richardson O in Theorem 2.2.6
below.

Finally, we are very much interested in the non-archimedean analogues of our results.

1.5. Structure of the paper. In §2 we prove Theorem B, as well as some other geometric
results needed for the corollaries on branching problems.

In §3 we prove Theorem E by showing that the system of differential equations satisfied by
the distributions in question is holonomic.

In §4 we deduce Theorem D from Theorem E, and then deduce Corollaries F and F from
Theorem D and the geometric results in §2. In Appendix A we prove a geometric proposi-
tion 2.1.1 on non-reductive groups. Finally, in Appendix B we give an example in which the
inequality in Definition A is strict.

1.6. Acknowledgements. We thank Joseph Bernstein, Shachar Carmeli, Eitan Sayag, Dmitry
A. Timashev for fruitful discussions. We also thank Dmitri I. Panyushev for finding a mistake
in the previous version of this paper and providing Example 2.2.11 below.

2. Geometry

2.1. Preliminaries and notation. From now and till the end of the section we let G be a
connected complex linear algebraic group. We will be mainly interested in the case of reductive
G. Let g denote the Lie algebra of G, and g∗ denote the dual space.

In general, we will denote algebraic groups by boldface letters, and their Lie algebras by the
corresponding Gothic letters.

We fix an algebraic G-manifold X. We start with the definition of the moment map. For any
point x ∈ X, let ax : G→ X denote the action map, and dax : g→ TxX denote its differential.
The moment map µ := µX : T ∗X→ g∗ is defined by

µX(x, ξ)(α) := ξ(dax(α))

Denote by UG ⊂ G the unipotent radical of G, and by u⊥g ⊂ g∗ the space of functionals

on g that vanish on ug. We will call an element ϕ ∈ g∗ nilpotent if ϕ ∈ u⊥g , and the closure
of the coadjoint orbit G · ϕ includes 0. Let N (g∗) ⊂ g∗ denote the nilpotent cone. By
Kostant’s theorem, N (g∗) consists of finitely many coadjoint G-orbits. Indeed, these orbits are
in bijection with the nilpotent coadjoint orbits of the reductive quotient RG := G/U under the
identification r∗g

∼= u⊥g ⊂ g∗. The requirement ϕ ∈ u⊥g is motivated by the following proposition.

Proposition 2.1.1 (See Appendix A below). Let Ξ ⊂ g∗ be a closed conical subset that is a
union of finitely many orbits. Then Ξ ⊂ u⊥g .

We will say that a subgroup P ⊂ G is parabolic if it is the preimage of a parabolic subgroup
of RG under the projection G � RG.

Definition 2.1.2. Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup, and let p⊥ ⊂ g∗ denote the space of
functionals vanishing on p. It is easy to see that p⊥ ⊂ N (g∗), and thus there exists a unique
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nilpotent orbit that intersects p⊥ by an open dense subset. It is called the Richardson orbit, and
we will denote it by OP, and its closure by OP.

It is easy to see that OP = G · p⊥ = Im(νP), where νP : T ∗(G/P)→ g∗ denotes the moment
map of G/P. For more information on Richardson orbits we refer the reader to [CM92, §7.1].

The definition of O-sphericity and Ξ-sphericity for non-reductive groups is identical to the
one given in Definition A. Theorem B is also valid for non-reductive groups, and the proof
below works in this generality.

2.1.1. Preliminaries on symplectic manifolds. A symplectic manifold is a manifold with a sym-
plectic form, i.e. a closed non-degenerate 2-form. We will call a subvariety Z of a symplectic
algebraic manifold M isotropic if the restriction of the symplectic form to the tangent space
to Z at every smooth point of Z is zero. Similarly, Z is called coisotropic if at every smooth
point z of Z, the tangent space TzZ includes its symplectic complement (TzZ)⊥ ⊂ TzM, and Z
is called Lagrangian if it is both isotropic and coisotropic. We refer the reader to [CG97, §1.3]
for more details on these notions. In particular, we will need the following proposition.

Proposition 2.1.3 ([CG97, Proposition 1.3.30 and §1.5.16]). If a subvariety Y ⊂ M is
isotropic then so is any subvariety Z ⊂ Y.

The statement is nontrivial because Z may be contained in the set of singular points of Y.
Let us now give two standard examples of symplectic manifolds that will play an important

role in the next section.

Definition 2.1.4. Let X be a manifold. Define a 1-form θ on T ∗X at any point (x, λ) ∈ T ∗X
by θ(ξ) := λ(d(x,λ)pX(ξ)), where pX : T ∗X → X is the natural projection, and d(x,λ)pX is its
differential at the point (x, λ). The natural symplectic form ω on T ∗X is defined to be the
differential of the 1-form θ.

Lemma 2.1.5. Let S := µ−1
X ({0}). Then the following are equivalent:

(i) G has finitely many orbits on X.
(ii) S is a Lagrangian subvariety of T ∗X.

(iii) S is equidimensional of dimension dim X.
(iv) dim S ≤ dim X

Proof. (i)⇒(ii): The set S is the union of conormal bundles to orbits. The conormal bundle to
each orbit is irreducible and Lagrangian.
(ii)⇒(iii) and (iii)⇒(iv) are obvious.
(iv)⇒(i): Denote by pX : T ∗X→ X the natural projection. For every G-orbit R ⊂ X we have
S ∩ p−1

X (R) = CNX
R . By Rosenlicht’s theorem, there is an open non-empty subset U ⊂ X that

has a geometric quotient by G. Applying this theorem again to the complement X \U, and
further by induction, we obtain a stratification of X by such sets Ti. If for some i, Ti is not a
finite union of orbits, then dim S ∩ p−1

X (Ti) > dim X, contradicting the assumption. �

Example 2.1.6 (cf. [Gin89, p. 211]). Let us compute the form on T ∗(G/H), for an algebraic
subgroup H ⊂ G at a point λ = (1, a), where a is a point in the cotangent space to G/H at the
base point 1 ∈ G/H. We can write any tangent vector at λ to T ∗(G/H) in the form x · λ− α,
where x ∈ g, x · λ denotes the action of x on λ, and is a “vertical” tangent vector:

α ∈ h⊥ ∼= Tah
⊥ ∼= TaT

∗
1 (G/H) ⊂ T(1,a)T

∗(G/H).
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Then the standard symplectic form on T ∗(G/H) is given at λ = (1, a) by

ω(x · λ, y · λ) = 〈a, [x, y]〉, ω(x · λ, α) = 〈α, x〉, ω(α, β) = 0 ∀x, y ∈ g, α, β ∈ h⊥

Definition 2.1.7. Let O ⊂ u⊥g ⊂ g∗ be a coadjoint orbit, and let a ∈ O. The Kirillov-Kostant-
Souriau symplectic form on O is given at a by

ωO(ad∗(x)(a), ad∗(y)(a)) = 〈a, [x, y]〉.

Proposition 2.1.8 ([CG97, Theorem 3.3.7]). For any orbit O ⊂ OP, the (set-theoretic) inter-
section O ∩ p⊥ is an isotropic subvariety of O. Moreover, if P ⊂ G is a Borel subgroup then
O ∩ p⊥ is Lagrangian in O.

2.2. Ξ-sphericity criteria. Let us give a quantitative version of the notion of O-sphericity.

Definition 2.2.1. For any nilpotent coadjoint orbit O ⊂ u⊥g ⊂ g∗, we define the O-complexity
of X to be

cO(X) := dimµ−1(O)− dim X− dim O/2.

For a G-invariant subset Ξ ⊂ N (g∗) we define

cΞ(X) := max
orbit O⊂Ξ

cO(X)

If the orbit O does not intersect µ(X), we say that cO(X) = −∞. Even if O intersects
µ(X), cO(X) can be negative, see Example 2.2.11 below. However, it is easy to see that
c{0}(X) ≥ 0, and thus for every closed G-invariant subset Ξ ⊂ N (g∗) we have cΞ(X) ≥ 0.
Also, for Richardson orbits O we have cO(X) ≥ 0, as we show in Proposition 2.2.9 below.
Let us now give a more explicit formula for the O-complexity of homogeneous varieties. Let
H ⊂ G be an algebraic subgroup, and let h be its Lie algebra. Let h⊥ ⊂ g∗ denote the space
of functionals vanishing on h. For any gH ∈ G/H, identify the cotangent space to G/H at
gH with g · h⊥ ⊂ g∗. Under this identification the moment map sends (gH, a) ∈ T ∗(G/H) to
a ∈ g∗. Thus, the image of µ is G · h⊥.

Lemma 2.2.2. For any nilpotent coadjoint orbit O ⊂ g∗, there exists a map α : O ∩ h⊥ →
µ−1(O), such that the image of α intersects every irreducible component of µ−1(O), and for
every ϕ ∈ O ∩ h⊥, we have

dimϕ(O ∩ h⊥) + dim G/H = dimα(ϕ) µ
−1(O)

Proof. µ−1(O) = {(gH, ξ) |ξ ∈ O ∩ g · h⊥}. Let p : µ−1(O)→ G/H denote the projection. We
get an identification p−1([1]) ∼= O ∩ h⊥ which gives the desired map α. �

Corollary 2.2.3. For any nilpotent coadjoint orbit O ⊂ g∗, we have

cO(G/H) = dim O ∩ h⊥ − dim O/2.

In particular, G/H is O-spherical if and only if dim O ∩ h⊥ ≤ dim O/2.

We will say that H is O-spherical if G/H is O-spherical, and similarly for any G-invariant
subset Ξ ⊂ N (g∗).

Now we would like to prove Theorem B. Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup, let OP

denote the corresponding Richardson orbit, and OP denote its closure. Let µ : T ∗X→ g∗ and
ν : T ∗(G/P)→ g∗ be the moment maps.
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Proposition 2.2.4. Let O ⊂ OP be an orbit. Let Õ := ν−1(O), and let νO : Õ → O denote
the restriction of ν.

(i) The smooth locus of the map νO is open and dense in Õ.
(ii) For every smooth point λ of the map νO, the pullback of the symplectic form on O under

the differential dλνO equals the restriction of the symplectic form of TλT
∗(G/P) to TλÕ.

For the proof of (i) we will need the following standard lemma.

Lemma 2.2.5. Let π : Y → Z be a dominant map of irreducible varieties. Then the smooth
locus of π is open and dense in Y.

Proof of Proposition 2.2.5. (i): Since G is connected, any irreducible component of Õ is G-
invariant. Hence νO maps it onto O. The assertion follows now from Lemma 2.2.5.
(ii): We can assume that λ = (1, a), where a is a point in the cotangent space to G/P at
the base point 1 ∈ G/P. Then we can write any tangent vector at λ to T ∗(G/P) in the form
x·λ−α, where x ∈ g, x·λ denotes the action of x on λ, and α ∈ p⊥ ⊂ TλT

∗(G/H) is a “vertical”

tangent vector. We have a = ν(λ) ∈ O. Any tangent vector to Õ at λ = (1, a) has the form
x · λ− α, where α = ad∗(x′)(a) for some x′ ∈ g. Indeed, for any v = x · λ− α ∈ TzT ∗(G/P),

dλνO(v) = dλνO(x · λ− α) = ad∗(x)(a)− α
Thus if dλνO ∈ TaO = ad∗(g)(a) then α = ad∗(x′)(a) for some x′ ∈ g.

Since α = ad∗(x′)(a) and α ∈ p⊥, α ∈ Ta(O ∩ p⊥). Thus by Proposition 2.1.8 for any two

vectors x · λ−α, y · λ− β ∈ TλÕ with β = ad∗(y′)(a) we have ωO(α, β) = 0. By Example 2.1.6
and Definition 2.1.7 we have

ω(x·λ−α, y·λ−β) = 〈a, [x, y]〉−〈ad∗(y′)(a), x〉+〈ad∗(x′)(a), y〉 = 〈a, [x−x′, y−y′]〉−〈a, [x′, y′]〉 =

ωO(ad∗(x− x′)(a), ad∗(y − y′)(a))− ωO(α, β) =

ωO(dλνO((x− x′) · λ), dλνO((y − y′) · λ)− 0 = ωO(x · λ− α, y · λ− β)

�

Let us now prove the following theorem, that is stronger than Theorem B.

Theorem 2.2.6. The following are equivalent.

(i) P has finitely many orbits on X.
(ii) For every orbit O ⊂ OP, the subvariety ΓO := {(x,−µ(x)) ∈ T ∗(X) × g∗ |µ(x) ∈ O} of

T ∗(X)×O is isotropic.
(iii) X is OP-spherical.

Proof. (i)⇒(ii): Let TO ⊂ T ∗X × T ∗(G/P) denote the preimage of ΓO under Id×ν. By
Proposition 2.2.4, it is enough to prove that TO is isotropic. Note that

TO ⊂ T := {(x, y) ∈ T ∗X× T ∗(G/P) |µ(x) = −ν(y)} = (µ× ν)−1(∆g)⊥,

where ∆g ⊂ g × g is the diagonal, and (∆g)⊥ ⊂ (g × g)∗ is its orthogonal complement. Thus
T is also the preimage of zero under the moment map corresponding to the diagonal action
of G on X × (G/P). Since P has finitely many orbits on X, G has finitely many orbits on
X× (G/P) and thus Lemma 2.1.5 implies that T is Lagrangian.
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(ii)⇒(iii): dimµ−1(O) = dim ΓO ≤ (dimT ∗X + dim O)/2 = dim X + dim O/2, since ΓO is
isotropic by (ii).

(iii)⇒(i): Let S := µ−1(p⊥). Note that S also equals the preimage of zero under the moment
map for the action of P on X. Thus, Lemma 2.1.5 implies that P has finitely many orbits on
X if and only if dim S ≤ dim X. Further, dim S = maxO⊂OP

dimµ−1(p⊥ ∩O). Since the map
µ is G-equivariant, for any orbit O, the fibers of all its points are isomorphic. Thus

dimµ−1(p⊥ ∩O) = dimµ−1(O) + dim p⊥ ∩O− dim O

By Proposition 2.1.8 , for every O ⊂ OP we have dim p⊥ ∩O ≤ dim O/2. Thus

dim p⊥ ∩O− dim O ≤ − dim O/2,

and thus

dimµ−1(p⊥ ∩O) ≤ dimµ−1(O)− dim O/2 ≤ dim X,

since X is O-spherical. Thus dim S ≤ dim X and thus P has finitely many orbits on X. �

The implication (i)⇒(ii) was proven in a special case in [Li20, Theorem 3.8], and the proof
we give is merely a modification of the proof in [Li20].

Given this theorem, it is natural to ask if cOP
(X) equals the modality of the action of P on

X (in the sense of [Vin86, p. 2]). The argument in the proof of (iii)⇒(i) allows to answer this
in the case when P is a Borel subgroup, obtaining the following result regarding the complexity
of X in the sense of [Vin86].

Proposition 2.2.7. If G is reductive then the complexity of X equals cN (g∗)(X).

Proof. Let B ⊂ G be a Borel subgroup, b be the Lie algebra of B, and S := µ−1(b⊥). Then by
[Vin86, Theorem 2] (see also [Bri86]), the complexity of X equals dim S− dim X. Since b⊥ lies
in the nilpotent cone, we have

dim S = max
O⊂N (g∗)

dimµ−1(b⊥ ∩O).

Since the map µ is G-equivariant, the fibers of all points in any orbit O are isomorphic. Thus

dimµ−1(b⊥ ∩O) = dim b⊥ ∩O + dimµ−1(O)− dim O.

By Proposition 2.1.8 , for every O ⊂ N (g∗) we have dim b⊥ ∩O = dim O/2. Thus

dimµ−1(b⊥ ∩O) = dimµ−1(O)− dim O/2 = cO(X) + dim X.

Thus

dim S− dim X = max
O⊂N (g∗)

dimµ−1(b⊥ ∩O)− dim X = max
O⊂N (g∗)

cO(X) = cN (g∗)(X).

�

Corollary 2.2.8. If G is reductive then the following are equivalent:

(a) X is O-spherical for every O.
(b) X is spherical.

A similar argument gives the following statement for Richardson orbits.
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Proposition 2.2.9. Let O ⊂ g∗ be a Richardson nilpotent orbit that lies in the image of µ.
Then every component of µ−1(O) has dimension at least dim X + dim O/2. In particular,
cO(X) ≥ 0.

Proof. Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup such that O = OP. As in the previous theorem, let
S := µ−1(p⊥) ⊂ T ∗X. Then S is a union of conormal bundles to P-orbits on X and thus the
dimension of every irreducible component of S is at least dim X. Let S0 := µ−1(O∩p⊥). Since
O = OP, the intersection O ∩ p⊥ is open in p⊥. Thus S0 is open in S and thus the dimension
of every irreducible component of S0 is at least dim X. Denote the irreducible components of
S0 by Yi. Let ϕ ∈ O ∩ p⊥, and let Yij be the irreducible components of µ−1({ϕ}) ∩Yi. We
have µ−1({ϕ}) =

⋃
ij Yij. By [Mum99, Theorem I.8.2],

dim Yij ≥ dim Yi − dim O ∩ p⊥ ≥ dim X− dim O ∩ p⊥.

Thus every component of µ−1({ϕ}) has dimension at least dim X−dim O∩p⊥. Since the fibers
under µ of all points in O are isomorphic, every irreducible component of µ−1(O) has dimension
at least

dim X− dim O ∩ p⊥ + dim O.

By Proposition 2.1.8 we have dim O∩p⊥ ≤ dim O/2. Altogether, we get that every irreducible
component of µ−1(O) has dimension at least

dim X− dim O ∩ p⊥ + dim O ≥ dim X + dim O/2.

�

Let us now derive the following corollary, that is equivalent to Theorem C.

Corollary 2.2.10. Let P ⊂ G be a parabolic subgroup, and let O ⊂ OP be a Richardson orbit.
Then the intersection O ∩ p⊥ is Lagrangian in O, and in particular cO(G/P) = 0.

Proof. By Proposition 2.1.8, the intersection O ∩ p⊥ is isotropic. Thus, it is enough to prove
that the dimension of every component of O ∩ p⊥ is at least dim O/2. By Lemma 2.2.2, this
statement follows from Proposition 2.2.9 applied to X′ := G/P. �

The corollary is especially useful for G of type A, since in this type all nilpotent orbits are
Richardson. The assumption that O is Richardson cannot be omitted in the corollary, and thus
also not in Proposition 2.2.9, as the following example shows.

Example 2.2.11 (D.I. Panyushev). Let G := Sp2n, and let P ⊂ G be the stabilizer of a line.
Let O := Omin ⊂ g∗ denote the minimal orbit, which under the trace form is identified with
rank one matrices. Then dim Omin ∩ p⊥ = 1, while dim Omin = 2n. Thus cG/P(Omin) < 0 for
n > 1.

Lemma 2.2.12. The subgroup H ⊂ G is O-spherical if and only if the subgroup HUG ⊂ G is
O-spherical.

Proof. By Corollary 2.2.3 and using the fact that O ⊂ u⊥g we have

H ⊂ G is O-spherical ⇐⇒ dim O ∩ h⊥ ≤ dim O/2

⇐⇒ dim O ∩ (h + u)⊥ ≤ dim O/2 ⇐⇒ HUG ⊂ G is O-spherical.

�
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Lemma 2.2.13. Let Ξ ⊂ r∗g be a closed conical subset, and let X be a Ξ-spherical algebraic RG-
manifold. Embed RG into G and consider the induced G-manifold G×RG

X. Then G×RG
X

is also Ξ-spherical.

Proof. For any ϕ ∈ u⊥g ⊂ g∗, the fiber of ϕ under the moment map µG×RG
X is isomorphic to

G×RG
µ−1X (ϕ). Thus

dimµ−1G×RG
X(Ξ) = dim UG + dimµ−1RG

(Ξ) ≤ dim UG + dim X = dim G×RG
X

�

2.3. Branching problems. Let H ⊂ G be an algebraic subgroup, and consider the subgroup
∆H ⊂ G×H. Let O1 ⊂ g∗ and O2 ⊂ h∗ be nilpotent orbits. In this subsection we study the
O1 ×O2- complexity of the G×H-space G×H/∆H ∼= G.

Theorem B gives the following immediate corollary.

Corollary 2.3.1. If O1 = OP for some parabolic subgroup P ⊂ G and O2 = OQ for some
parabolic subgroup Q ⊂ H then the following are equivalent

(i) G is O1 ×O2-spherical.
(ii) The set of double cosets P\G/Q is finite.

(iii) G/P is O2-spherical as an H-space.
(iv) G/Q is O1-spherical as a G-space.

We would now like to obtain a version of this corollary in the case when only one of the
orbits is Richardson.

Proposition 2.3.2.

(i) If O1 = OP for some parabolic subgroup P ⊂ G then

cO2
(G/P) ≤ cO1×O2

(G) ≤ cO2
(G/P)− min

O′1⊂O1

cO′1(G/P)

(ii) If O2 = OQ for some parabolic subgroup Q ⊂ H then

cO1
(G/Q) ≤ cO1×O2

(G) ≤ cO1
(G/Q)− min

O′2⊂O2

cO′2(H/Q)

Proof. For any two nilpotent orbits O′1 ⊂ O1 and O′2 ⊂ O2, and denote

Υ(O′1,O
′
2) := {(ϕ, ψ) ∈ O′1 ×O′2 |ϕ|h = ψ}

By Corollary 2.2.3 applied to G′ = G×H and H′ = ∆H ⊂ G′,

cO′1×O′2(G) = dim Υ(O′1,O
′
2)− dim O′1/2− dim O′2/2

Proof of (i) Denote by ν1 the moment map T ∗(G/P) → g∗ and by ν2 the moment map
T ∗(G/P) → h∗, which also equals the composition of ν1 with the restriction
g∗ → h∗. Denote

def(O′1,O
′
2) := ν−1

1 (O′1) ∩ ν−1
2 (O′2)− dim G/P− dim O′2/2

Since the image of ν1 equals O1, we have

cO′2(G/P) = max
O′1⊂O1

def(O′1,O
′
2)
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Denote

SP := {(g, (ϕ, ψ)) ∈ G×Υ(O′1,O
′
2) | g−1 · ϕ ∈ p⊥}.

Consider the natural projection SP → Υ(O′1,O
′
2). The dimension of the fiber of

any (ϕ, ψ) ∈ Υ(O′1,O
′
2) equals

dim Gϕ + dim O′1 ∩ p⊥ = dim G− dim O′1 + dim O′1 ∩ p⊥ = dim G + cO′1(G/P)− dim O′1/2

Thus we have

dim SP = dim Υ(O′1,O
′
2) + dim G + cO′1(G/P)− dim O′1/2

We also have a natural map SP → ν−11 (O′1) ∩ ν−12 (O′2) by

(g, (ϕ, ψ)) 7→ (gP, ϕ)

The dimension of every fiber is dim P, and thus

dim SP = dim ν−1
1 (O′1) ∩ ν−1

2 (O′2) + dim P.

Altogether we get

cO′1×O′2(G) = dim Υ(O′1,O
′
2)− dim O′1/2− dim O′2/2 =

dim SP − (dim G + cO′1(G/P)− dim O′1/2)− dim O′1/2− dim O′2/2 =

dim ν−1
1 (O′1)∩ ν−1

2 (O′2) + dim P− (dim G + cO′1(G/P)− dim O′1/2)− dim O′1/2− dim O′2/2 =

dim ν−1
1 (O′1) ∩ ν−1

2 (O′2)− dim G/P− cO′1(G/P)− dim O′2/2 = def(O′1,O
′
2)− cO′1(G/P)

Thus we have

cO′1×O′2(G) + cO′1(G/P) = def(O′1,O
′
2)

Thus

max
O′1⊂O1,O′2⊂O2

cO′1×O′2(G) + min
O′1⊂O1

cO′1(G/P) ≤ max
O′1⊂O1,O′2⊂O2

def(O′1,O
′
2) ≤

max
O′1⊂O1,O′2⊂O2

cO′1×O′2(G) + max
O′1⊂O1

cO′1(G/P)

Thus

cO1×O2
(G) + min

O′1⊂O1

cO′1(G/P) ≤ cO2
(G/P) ≤ cO1×O2

(G)

This implies the assertion.
Proof of (ii) We proceed in a similar way. Denote by µ1 the moment map T ∗(G/Q) → g∗.

Denote by q⊥ the orthogonal complement (annihilator) to q in g∗, and by q⊥h the

restriction of q⊥ to h∗, which also equals the orthogonal complement to q in h∗.
Consider the natural map

η : G× q⊥ → T ∗(G/Q) given by η(g, ϕ) := (gQ, g · ϕ),

and let T := η−1(µ−1(O′1)). Then dim T = dimµ−1(O′1) + dim Q. Denote also

T(O′1,O
′
2) := {(g, ϕ) ∈ T |ϕ|h ∈ O′2}
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For any (g, ϕ) ∈ T we have ϕ|h ∈ q⊥h ⊂ O2, thus T =
⋃

O′2⊂O2
T(O′1,O

′
2). Denote

d(O′1,O
′
2) := dim T(O′1,O

′
2)− dim G− dim O′1/2

Since dim T = dimµ−1(O′1) + dim Q and T =
⋃

O′2⊂O2
T(O′1,O

′
2) we have

cO′1(G/Q) = max
O′2⊂O2

d(O′1,O
′
2)

Thus, as in the proof of (i), it is enough to show that

(1) d(O′1,O
′
2)− cO′2(H/Q) = cO′1×O′2(G)

For this purpose consider the map

ζ : T(O′1,O
′
2)→ Υ(O′1,O

′
2), (g, ϕ) 7→ (ϕ, ϕ|h).

The image is Υ(O′1,O
′
2)∩O′1×(O′2∩q⊥h ). Since the diagonal action of H preserves

Υ(O′1,O
′
2), and commutes with the projection Υ(O′1,O

′
2) � O′2, all the fibers of

this projection are isomorphic. Thus we have

dim Υ(O′1,O
′
2) ∩O′1 × (O′2 ∩ q⊥h ) = dim Υ(O′1,O

′
2)− dim O′2 + dim O′2 ∩ q⊥h =

dim Υ(O′1,O
′
2) + cO′2(H/Q)− dim O′2/2.

Now, every non-empty fiber ζ−1(ϕ, ψ) is isomorphic to G. Thus we have

dim T(O′1,O
′
2) = dim Υ(O′1,O

′
2) + cO′2(H/Q)− dim O′2/2 + dim G,

and

d(O′1,O
′
2) = dim Υ(O′1,O

′
2) + cO′2(H/Q)− dim O′2/2 + dim G− dim G− dim O′1/2 =

cO′1×O′2(G) + cO′2(H/Q)

This implies (1), which in turn implies the assertion.

�

Corollary 2.3.3.

(i) If O1 = OP for some parabolic subgroup P ⊂ G and G is O1 ×O2-spherical then G/P
is an O2-spherical H-space.

(ii) If O1 = OP for some parabolic subgroup P ⊂ G and either all orbits O′1 ⊂ O1 are
Richardson, or P is a Borel subgroup then
G is O1 ×O2-spherical if and only if G/P is an O2-spherical H-space.

(iii) If O2 = OQ for some parabolic subgroup Q ⊂ H and G is O1 ×O2-spherical then G/Q
is an O1-spherical G-space.

(iv) If O2 = OQ for some parabolic subgroup Q ⊂ H and either all orbits O′2 ⊂ O2 are
Richardson, or Q is a Borel subgroup then
G is O1 ×O2-spherical if and only if G/Q is an O1-spherical G-space.

Proof. Parts (i) and (iii) follow immediately from Proposition 2.3.2. For Part (ii) we note that
for any Richardson orbit O′1 ⊂ O1, cO′1(G/P) = 0 by Corollary 2.2.10, and if P is a Borel

subgroup of G then for any orbit O′1 ⊂ O1, cO′1(G/P) = 0 by Proposition 2.1.8. Thus (ii) also
follows from Proposition 2.3.2. The same arguments prove part (iv). �
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3. Invariant distributions and D-modules

In sections 3 and 4 all the algebraic varieties and algebraic groups we will consider will be
defined over R. We will use boldface letters like X,G to denote these algebraic varieties and
groups, and the corresponding letters in regular font (like X,G) to denote their real points.
The Gothic letters (like g) will denote the complexified Lie algebras.

3.1. Preliminaries and notation.

3.1.1. D-modules. We will use the theory of D-modules on complex algebraic manifolds. We
will now recall some facts and notions that we will use. For a good introduction to the algebraic
theory of D-modules, we refer the reader to [Ber] and [Bor87]. For a short overview, see [AG09,
Appendix B]. By a D-module on a smooth algebraic variety X, we mean a quasi-coherent sheaf
of right modules over the sheaf DX of algebras of algebraic differential operators. By a finitely
generated D-module on a smooth algebraic variety X we mean a coherent sheaf of right modules
over the sheaf DX. Denote the category of DX-modules by M(DX).

For a smooth affine variety V, we denote D(V) := DV(V). Note that the category M(DV)
of D-modules on V is equivalent to the category of D(V)-modules. We will thus identify these
categories.

The algebra D(V) is equipped with a filtration which is called the geometric filtration and
defined by the degree of differential operators. The associated graded algebra with respect to
this filtration is the algebra O(T ∗V) of regular functions on the total space of the cotangent
bundle of V. This allows us to define the singular support of a finitely generated D-module M on
V in the following way. Choose a good filtration on M , i.e., a filtration such that the associated
graded module is a finitely-generated module over O(T ∗V), and define the singular support
SS(M) to be the support of this module. One can show that the singular support does not
depend on the choice of a good filtration on M . By Bernstein’s inequality, dimSS(M) ≥ dim V.
If for every x ∈ V we have dimx SS(M) = dimx V the module M is called holonomic.

3.1.2. Nuclear Fréchet spaces. For nuclear Fréchet spaces V and W , V ⊗ W will denote the
completed projective tensor product and V ∗ will denote the continuous linear dual, endowed
with the strong dual topology (see e.g. [Tre67, §50]).

Lemma 3.1.1 ([Tre67, (50.18) and (50.19]). (V ⊗W )∗ ∼= V ∗ ⊗W ∗ and L(V,W ) ∼= V ∗ ⊗W .

3.1.3. Schwartz functions and tempered distributions. We will use the theory of Schwartz func-
tions and tempered distributions on Nash manifolds, see e.g., [dCl91, AG08]. Nash manifolds
are smooth semi-algebraic manifolds, e.g. real points of algebraic manifolds defined over R.
This is the only type of Nash manifolds that appears in the current paper.

We denote the space of complex valued Schwartz functions on a Nash manifold Y by S(Y ).
For a Nash bundle E on Y , we denote its space of complexified Schwartz sections by S(X, E).
We denote by S∗(Y ) the (continuous) dual space to S(Y ), and call its elements tempered
distributions. Similarly, we denote S∗(Y, E) := (S(Y, E))∗. If E is a vector bundle over an
algebraic manifold Y defined over R, we will also consider it as a Nash bundle over the Nash
manifold Y of real points of Y. For a Nash manifold Y we denote by S∗Y the sheaf of tempered
distributions on Y defined by S∗Y (U) := S∗(U). For an algebraic manifold Y defined over R, we
will denote by S∗Y the quasi-coherent sheaf defined by S∗Y(U) := S∗(U). This is a sheaf of DY-
modules. A distribution in S∗(Y ) is called holonomic if it generates a holonomic DY-module.
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Since this notion is local and is invariant with respect to linear transformations, it naturally
extends to elements of S∗(Y, E).

Theorem 3.1.2 (Bernstein–Kashiwara, see e.g. [AGM16, Theorem 3.13], cf. [Kas83, Theorems
5.1.7 and 5.1.12]). Let Y be an algebraic manifold defined over R, and let M be a holonomic
DY-module. Then the space of solutions HomDY

(M,S∗Y) is finite-dimensional.

We will also need the following version of the Schwartz Kernel theorem.

Lemma 3.1.3 (See e.g. [AG10, Corollary 2.6.3]). Let X and Y be Nash manifolds, and let E1

and E2 be Nash bundles on them. Then

S(X × Y, E1 � E2) ∼= S(X, E1)⊗ S(Y, E2)

3.1.4. Notation. Let X be the manifold of real points of an algebraic G-manifold X. We will
say that a G-equivariant bundle E on X is a twisted algebraic G-bundle if there exists a finite-
dimensional (smooth) representation σ of G and an algebraic G-bundle E ′ on X such that
E = E ′ ⊗ σ.

For any two-sided ideal I ⊂ U(g), denote by V(I) its associated variety, i.e. the closed conical
subset of g∗ defined to be the set of zeros of the symbols (in S(g)) of the elements of I. If I
intersects the center z of U(g) by an ideal of finite codimension then V(I) is known to be a
union of nilpotent orbits.

3.2. Holonomicity and finite-dimensionality of spaces of invariant distributions.

Theorem 3.2.1. Let I ⊂ U(g) be a two-sided ideal, and let V(I) ⊂ g∗ denote its associated
variety. Suppose that V(I) is a union of finitely many G-orbits. Let X,Y be V(I)-spherical
G-manifolds. Let E1, E2 be twisted algebraic G-bundles on X and Y respectively.

Let S∗(X×Y, E1�E2)∆g,I denote the subspace of S∗(X×Y, E1�E2) consisting of elements in-
variant under the diagonal action of g, and annihilated by the action of I on the first coordinate.
Then S∗(X × Y, E1 � E2)∆g,I is finite-dimensional, and consists of holonomic distributions.

For the proof we will need the following straightforward statements.

Lemma 3.2.2. Let X be an algebraic manifold. Let E be a vector bundle over X, and let OX,E
be the locally free coherent sheaf of regular sections of E. Then we have canonical isomorphisms

HomDX
(OX,E ⊗OX

DX,S∗X) ∼= HomOX
(OX,E ,S∗X) ∼= S∗(X, E)

such that

(i) these isomorphisms are functorial on the groupoid of pairs (X, E).
(ii) If a map ϕ ∈ HomDX

(OX,E⊗OX
DX,S∗X) factors through a holonomic DX-module then the

corresponding distribution in S∗(X, E) is holonomic.

Corollary 3.2.3. Let an algebraic group G act on an algebraic manifold X. Let E be a twisted
algebraic G-bundle on X. Then we have an isomorphism of g-modules

HomDX
(OX,E ⊗OX

DX,S∗X) ∼= S∗(X, E).

Proof of Theorem 3.2.1. Consider N := OX×Y,E1�E2 ⊗OX×Y
DX×Y as a DX×Y-module equipped

with an action of g× g, and thus an action of U(g)⊗C U(g). Let J ⊂ U(g)⊗C U(g) be the ideal
generated by ∆g and by I ⊗ 1. Let M := N/JN . The right action of DX×Y on itself defines
DX×Y-module structures on N and on M .
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By Corollary 3.2.3, the linear space S∗(X × Y, E1 � E2)∆g,I is isomorphic to the space of
solutions HomDX×Y

(M,S∗X×Y). The singular support of M lies in the preimage of

R = (V(I)× V(I)) ∩ (∆g)⊥

under the moment map µX×Y : T ∗X×T ∗Y → g∗× g∗. For every point (x,−x) ∈ R with orbit
O×O we have

dimµ−1({(x,−x)}) = dimµ−1
X (O) + dimµ−1

Y (O)− 2 dim O ≤ dim X + dim Y − dim O.

Thus, dimµ−1((O ×O) ∩∆g⊥) ≤ dim X ×Y. Since R is a finite union of sets of the form
(O×O)∩∆g⊥, we get that dimµ−1(R) ≤ dim X×Y, and thus M is holonomic. By Theorem
3.1.2, this implies that the space of solutions is finite-dimensional. By Lemma 3.2.2, the space
S∗(X × Y, E1 � E2)∆g,I consists of holonomic distributions. �

4. Representation theory

Throughout the section we fix a connected linear algebraic group G defined over R.

4.1. Preliminaries. We denote by Rep∞(G) the category of smooth nuclear Fréchet repre-
sentations of G of moderate growth. This is essentially the same definition as in [dCl91, §1.4]
with the additional assumption that the representation spaces are nuclear (see §3.1.2). For
example, for any algebraic G-manifold X and any twisted algebraic G-bundle E over X, the
representation S(X, E) lies in Rep∞(G).

For any two-sided ideal I ⊂ U(g), and any representation Π ∈ Rep∞, denote by ΠI ∈ Rep∞

the representation Π/IΠ, where IΠ denotes the closure of the action of I.
For any Fréchet space V , [dCl91, §1.2] defines the space of V -valued Schwartz functions
S(Y, V ), and shows that the natural map S(Y )⊗ V → S(Y, V ) is an isomorphism.

Definition 4.1.1. For a closed algebraic subgroup H ⊂ G and π ∈ Rep∞(H), we denote by
indGH(π) the Schwartz induction as in [dCl91, §2]. More precisely, in [dCl91] du Cloux considers
the space S(G, π) of Schwartz functions from G to the underlying space of π, and defines a map
from S(G, π) to the space C∞(G, π) of all smooth π-valued functions on G by f 7→ f , where

(2) f(x) =

∫
h∈H

π(h)f(xh)dh,

and dh denotes a fixed left-invariant measure on H. The Schwartz induction indGH(π) is defined
to be the image of this map. Note that indGH(π) ∈ Rep∞(G).

Definition 4.1.2. For π ∈ Rep∞(G), denote by πG the space of coinvariants, i.e. quotient of
π by the intersection of kernels of all G-invariant functionals. Explicitly,

πG = π/{π(g)v − v | v ∈ π, g ∈ G}.

Note that if G is connected then πG = π/gπ which in turn is equal to the quotient of H0(g, π)
by the closure of zero.

We will need the following two versions of the Frobenius reciprocity for Schwartz induction.

Lemma 4.1.3 ([GGS17, Lemma 2.3.4]). Let ρ ∈ Rep∞(H), π ∈ Rep∞(G) and let π∗ denote
the dual representation, endowed with the strong dual topology. Then

HomG(indGH(τ), π∗) ∼= HomH(τ, π∗δ−1
H δG),
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where δH and δG denote the modular functions of H and G.

Lemma 4.1.4 ([GGS21, Lemma 2.8]). Let τ ∈ Rep∞(H), π ∈ Rep∞(G). Consider the diagonal
actions of H on π ⊗ τ and of G on π ⊗ indGH(τ). Then (π ⊗ τδHδ−1

G )H ∼= (π ⊗ indGH(τ))G.

4.1.1. Admissible representations. Let us now define the category of representations to which
our main results apply. We will call such representations admissible and denote the category
of such representations by M(G). If G is reductive then we let M(G) ⊂ Rep∞(G) be the
subcategory of finitely generated admissible representations (see [Wall92, §11.5]).

For a general G, fix a Levi decomposition G = M n U .

Definition 4.1.5. We call a representation π ∈ Rep∞(G) admissible if π|M is admissible and
π is U(u)-finite, i.e. AnnU(u) π has finite codimension in U(u).

Remark 4.1.6. This definition does not depend on the Levi decomposition.

The following proposition explains the structure of admissible representations of G.

Proposition 4.1.7. Any admissible π ∈M(G) admits a finite filtration with associated graded
pieces of the form πi ⊗ χi where πi ∈ M(M) (considered as a representation of G using the
projection G�M) and χi are unitary characters of G.

Proof. Since π|M is admissible, it has finite length. Thus π also has finite length, and thus it is
enough to show that U acts by a unitary character on every irreducible π ∈M(G).

Since AnnU(u) π has finite codimension in U(u), the action of u on π is locally finite. Lie’s
theorem implies now that u acts by a character on a non-zero subspace of π, and thus so does U .
Denote this character by ψ. We would like to show that ψ is G-invariant. Since U(u)/AnnU(u) π
is finite-dimensional, it has only finitely many simple modules. Therefore, there are only finitely
many ψi with non-zero (u, ψi)-eigenspaces in π. We conclude that the G-orbit of ψ is finite,
and thus ψ is fixed by g. Since G is connected, and the action of G on the space of characters
of u is algebraic, we get that ψ is G-invariant. Hence so is the ψ-eigenspace of u in π. It is
easy to see that this space is closed, and thus it has to equal π. We can extend ψ to G and get
π = (π ⊗ ψ−1)⊗ ψ. Finally, it is easy to see that all moderate growth characters of unipotent
groups are unitary. �

The requirement that π is U(u)-finite implies that V(π) ⊂ u⊥ ∼= m∗. This, together with the
admissibility of π|M , implies that V(π) is a finite union of G-orbits. Vice versa, the inclusion
V(π) ⊂ u⊥ is also necessary to have finitely many orbits, by Proposition 2.1.1.

For any π ∈M(G), we define the contragredient representation by π̃ := S(G)π∗.

Lemma 4.1.8. π̃|M ∼= (̃π|M)

Proof. We need to show that any M -smooth vector v ∈ π∗ is also G-smooth.

Step 1: Proof for the case when π is irreducible.
By Proposition 4.1.7 we can write π = π1⊗ψ, where π1 ∈M(M) and ψ is a character.

Then v is infinitely differentiable under the action of G on the Fréchet space π̃|M . The
Dixmier-Malliavin theorem implies now that v is smooth, i.e. v ∈ π̃ = S(G)π∗.

Step 2: Proof for the general case.
We prove by induction on the length of π. Let σ ⊂ π be a closed irreducible submodule
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and let v0 := v|σ. By the previous step we can write v0 =
∑

i gi ∗ wi where gi ∈ S(G),
wi ∈ σ∗ and the sum is finite. By the Hahn-Banach theorem there exist w′i ∈ π∗ s.t.
w′i|σ = wi. Let w := v −

∑
i gi ∗ w′i. It remains to show that w is G-smooth. It is easy

to see that w|σ = 0. Hence the assertion follows from the induction assumption applied
to π/σ.

�

The lemma implies that ˜̃π ∼= π. From this and Lemma 4.1.3 we obtain the following corollary.

Corollary 4.1.9. For any algebraic subgroup H ⊂ G and any τ ∈ M(H) and π ∈ M(G) we
have

HomG(indGH τ, π) ∼= HomG×H(S(G), π ⊗ τ̃ δH),

where G×H acts on G by left and right shifts.

Proof. Since S(G) indGH τ = indGH τ , we have HomG(indGH τ, π) = HomG(indGH τ, π̃
∗). By Lemma

4.1.3 we have

HomG(indGH τ, π) = HomG(indGH τ, π̃
∗) ∼= HomH(τ, π̃∗|Hδ−1

H δG) ∼= HomH(π̃|H , τ ∗δ−1
H δG)

Now we note that S(G) ∼= indG×H∆H C and use Lemma 4.1.3 again.

Hom(π̃|H , τ ∗δ−1
H δG) ∼= Hom∆H(C, π̃∗ ⊗ τ ∗δ−1

H δG) ∼= HomG×H(S(G), π̃∗ ⊗ τ ∗δ−1
H ) ∼=

∼= HomG×H(S(G), π ⊗ τ̃ δH)

�

Proposition 4.1.10 ([Cas89, Corollary 5.8]). Let K ⊂M be a maximal compact subgroup, and
let V be an (m, K)-module. Suppose that its annihilator Ann(V ) ⊂ U(m) has finite codimension,
and that V has finite multiplicities as a representation of K. Then V has finite length.

Definition 4.1.11. For any Π, τ ∈ Rep∞(G), we define the multiplicity of τ in Π as

m(π, τ) := dim HomG(Π, τ).

We say that Π has finite multiplicities if m(Π, τ) is finite for every τ ∈M(G).

For any g-module π, denote by AnV(π) ⊂ g∗ the associated variety of the annihilator of M
in U(g), i.e. AnV(π) = V(Ann(π)).

If π ∈ M(G), AnV(π) is a union of nilpotent orbits in m∗. For any closed conical G-
invariant subset Ξ ⊂ N (m∗) ⊂ g∗, denote by MΞ(G) ⊂ M(G) the subcategory consisting of
representations π with AnV(π) ⊂ Ξ.

4.2. Main results. Fix a Levi decomposition G = MU, and let X be an algebraic G-manifold.
The natural projection p : g � m defines an embedding i : m∗ ↪→ g∗. Let z(m) denote the

center of U(m).

Theorem 4.2.1. Let I ⊂ U(g) be a two-sided ideal such that I ∩ z(m) is cofinite in z(m), and
I ∩ U(u) is cofinite in U(u). Assume that X is V(I)-spherical, and let E be a twisted algebraic
G-equivariant vector bundle on X. Then S(X, E)I ∈M(G).
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Proof. We have S(X, E) ∈ Rep∞(G), and thus S(X, E)I ∈ Rep∞(G). Thus, by the assumptions
on I, it is enough to show that S(X, E)I ∈M(M).

Let K ⊂M denote a maximal compact subgroup, and let K be the corresponding subgroup
of M. Since S(X, E)I is z(m)-finite, by Proposition 4.1.10 it is enough to show that it has finite
multiplicities as a representation of K. Let E ′ denote the tensor product of the dual bundle to

E with the bundle of densities on X. Then S((X, E)I)
∗ ∼= S∗(X, E ′)I . Fix a K-type ρ ∈ K̂.

We have HomK(S(X, E)I , ρ
∗) ↪→ HomK(ρ,S∗(X, E ′)I), and by Lemma 4.1.3 we have

HomK(ρ,S∗(X, E ′)I) ∼= HomG(δG indGK ρ,S∗(X, E ′)I)
Let E ′′ be the twisted algebraic G-equivariant vector bundle on G/K such that δG indGK ρ

∼=
S(G/K, E ′′). By Lemmas 3.1.1 and 3.1.3,

HomG(δG indGK ρ,S∗(X, E)I) ∼= S∗(G/K ×X, E ′′ � E ′)I,∆G

Since I ∩ U(u) is cofinite in U(u), we have V(I) ⊂ m∗. Since I ∩ z(m) is cofinite in z(m),
we further have V(I) ⊂ N (m∗). By Corollary 2.2.8, we obtain that M/K is a V(I)-spherical
M-manifold, which by Lemma 2.2.13 implies that G/K is a V(I)-spherical G-manifold. By
Theorem 3.2.1, the space S∗(G/K ×X, E ′′ � E ′)I,∆G is finite-dimensional. �

It is easy to see that the condition that I ∩ z(m) is cofinite in z(m) does not depend on the
choice of the Levi decomposition.

Corollary 4.2.2. Let Ξ ⊂ N (m∗) be a closed conical subset. Assume that X is Ξ-spherical,
and let E be a twisted algebraic G-equivariant vector bundle on X. Then any π ∈ MΞ(G) has
(at most) finite multiplicity in S(X, E ⊗ σ), i.e. dim HomG(S(X, E), π) <∞.

The corollary follows from Theorem 4.2.1 by taking I := Ann(π).

Remark 4.2.3. Corollary 4.2.2 stays true under a weaker assumption on π: it works for any
g-module π, such that V(π) ⊂ Ξ, and the action of m on π integrates to an admissible repre-
sentation of M . Indeed, the argument in the proof of Theorem 4.2.1 shows that the assumption
V(π) ⊂ Ξ implies that S(X, E)Annπ ∈M(M).

Corollary 4.2.4. If G is reductive and X is spherical then for every ideal J ⊂ z(U(g)) of finite
codimension, S(X, E)JU(g) ∈M(G).

Corollary 4.2.5. Assume that G is reductive and let Π ∈ Rep∞(G). Then the following are
equivalent

(i) Π has finite multiplicities
(ii) For any ideal J ⊂ z(U(g)) of finite codimension, ΠJU(g) ∈M(G).

Proof. (ii) ⇒ (i) is obvious. For the implication (i)⇒ (ii) denote I := JU(g). By Proposition
4.1.10 it is enough to show that any K-type has finite multiplicities in ΠI , since ΠI is z-finite

by construction. Let σ ∈ K̂. Then by Lemma 4.1.4,

σ ⊗K ΠI
∼= indGK σ ⊗G ΠI

∼= (indGK σ)I ⊗G Π,

and to show that this is finite-dimensional it is enough to show that (indGK σ)I has finite length
(since Π has finite multiplicities). To show this it is again enough to show that every K-type
has finite multiplicities in it. Using the compactness of K and Lemma 4.1.4 we have

HomK(ρ, (indGK σ)I) ∼= (ρ∗ ⊗ (indGK σ)I)K ∼= (indGK ρ
∗ ⊗ (indGK σ)I)G
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Since I is central, I × I acts on (indGK ρ
∗ ⊗ indGK σ)G, and we have

(indGK ρ
∗ ⊗ (indGK σ)I)G ∼= ((indGK ρ

∗ ⊗ indGK σ)G)I×I

Since K is compact, we have

(indGK ρ
∗ ⊗ indGK σ)G ∼= HomK×K(ρ⊗ σ∗,S(G×G/∆G))

Altogether, we have HomK(ρ, (indGK σ)I) ∼= HomK×K(ρ⊗σ∗,S(G×G/∆G)I×I), which is finite-
dimensional since S(G×G/∆G)I×I ∈M(G×G) by Corollary 4.2.4.

�

4.3. Applications to branching problems. Let H ⊂ G be an algebraic subgroup defined
over R. Let L denote the quotient of H by its unipotent radical, and let pL : H → L denote
the projection.

Proposition 4.3.1. Let O1 ⊂ m∗ and O2 ⊂ l∗ be nilpotent orbits. Suppose that one of the
following holds:

(a) G×H/∆H is O1 ×O2-spherical
(b) dim O′1 ∩ p−1

h (O′2) ≤ (dim O′1 + dim O′2)/2 for any O′1 ⊂ O1 and O′2 ⊂ O2.

(c) O1 = OP for some parabolic subgroup P ⊂ M, M/P is an O2-spherical H-space, and
either P is a Borel subgroup of M or [m,m] is a product of Lie algebras of type A.

(d) O2 = OQ for some parabolic subgroup Q ⊂ L, G/p−1L (Q) is an O1-spherical G-space, and
either Q is a Borel subgroup of L or [l, l] is a product of Lie algebras of type A.

(e) O1 = OP for some parabolic subgroup P ⊂ G, O2 = OQ for some parabolic subgroup
Q ⊂ H, and the set of double cosets Q\G/P is finite.

Then for every π ∈MO1
(G) and τ ∈MO2

(H), we have

dim HomH(π|H , τ) <∞

Proof. By Corollary 2.2.3 and Lemma 2.2.12, conditions (a) and (b) are equivalent. By Corol-
lary 2.3.1, (e) implies (a). By Corollary 2.3.3, conditions (c) and (d) also imply condition (a),
since in Lie algebras of type A all nilpotent orbits are Richardson. We will thus assume that
(a) holds.

By Corollary 4.2.2 this implies that for every π ∈MO1
(G) and τ ∈MO2

(H), we have

dim HomG×H(S(G×H/∆H), π̃ ⊗ δG ⊗ τ) <∞.

Now we note that S(G×H/∆H) = indG×H∆H and by Frobenius reciprocity for Schwartz induction
(Lemma 4.1.3) we have:

HomG×H(S(G×H/∆H), π̃ ⊗ δG ⊗ τ) ∼= HomG×H(indG×H∆H C, (π ⊗ δG)∗ ⊗ τ) ∼=
∼= (π∗ ⊗ τ)∆H ∼= HomH(π|H , τ)

�

Corollary 4.3.2. Let Ξ ⊂ N (m∗) be a closed G-invariant subset, and suppose that G/H is
Ξ-spherical. Then for any π ∈MΞ(G) and any finite-dimensional τ ∈M(H) we have

dim HomH(π|H , τ) <∞
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Corollary 4.3.3. Suppose that G is reductive, and that the unipotent radical V of H equals
the unipotent radical of a parabolic subgroup R ⊂ G. Let Q ⊂ L be a parabolic subgroup, and
suppose that Q is a spherical subgroup of R/V. Then for every τ ∈ MOQ

(H), the induction

indGH τ has finite multiplicities.

Proof. By the assumption Q is a spherical subgroup of R/V. This implies that the parabol-
ically induced subgroup QV ⊂ G is also spherical. Thus that the condition (e) of Proposi-
tion 4.3.1 is satisfied for any Borel subgroup P ⊂ G . Thus for every π ∈ M(G) we have
dim HomH(π|H , τ) < ∞. The corollary follows now from Corollary 4.1.9 on Frobenius reci-
procity. �

Proof of Corollary G. In this corollary both G and H are reductive. Thus part (ii) follows from
the previous corollary by taking R = G. To prove part (i) we let Q ⊂ G be a Borel subgroup.
Then the condition (e) of Proposition 4.3.1 is satisfied and the finiteness of multiplicities follows.

�

Proof of Example I. Let G be GL2n, L′ ⊂ G be the Levi subgroup GLn×GLn, R = L′V be
the corresponding standard parabolic, L := ∆GLn ⊂ L′, and H = LV. Let Q ⊂ L be the
mirabolic subgroup. Then it is easy to see that Q is a spherical subgroup of L (this is also
shown in [MWZ99] and [Ste03]). By Corollary 4.3.3 this implies that for every τ ∈ MOQ

(H),

the induction indGH τ has finite multiplicities. �

Appendix A. Proof of Proposition 2.1.1

Let G be an algebraic group, U be its unipotent radical, and M = G/U.
For the proof we will need the following lemma.

Lemma A.0.1. Let V be an m-module, and let v ∈ V be a non-zero vector such that there
exists a semi-simple s ∈ m with sv = v. Then there exists a non-nilpotent t ∈ m∗ that is
orthogonal to the stabilizer mv of v.

Proof. Let l := ms ⊂ m denote the centralizer of s. We have a decomposition m = l⊕ r, where
r is the direct sum of all eigenspaces of ad(s) on m corresponding to non-zero eigenvalues. This
defines a dual decomposition m∗ = l∗ ⊕ r∗, with l∗ orthogonal to r. Under this decomposition,
an element t ∈ l∗ is nilpotent as an element of l∗ if and only if it is nilpotent as an element
of m∗. One can see this using an identification m ∼= m∗ given by a non-degenerate invariant
quadratic form.

Since the adjoint action of s preserves mv, we have a decomposition mv = lv ⊕ rv. Thus it is
enough to find a non-nilpotent element t ∈ l∗ orthogonal to lv.

Let c denote the center of l. We will prove more: there exists t ∈ l⊥v that does not lie in c⊥.
Suppose the contrary: l⊥v ⊂ c⊥. But then c ⊂ lv, which is not true since s ∈ c and s /∈ lv. �

Proof of Proposition 2.1.1. We will prove the proposition by induction on the depth of u. Let e
be the center of u. By the induction hypothesis, it is enough to prove that Ξ ⊂ e⊥. Assume the
contrary, and let O ⊂ Ξ be an open orbit s.t. O 6⊂ e⊥. Let p : g∗ → e∗ denote the restriction.
We will consider the Lie algebra action of g on g∗. For α ∈ g and ν ∈ g∗ we will denote the
result of this action by α · ν. Since U acts trivially on e and on e∗, the action of G on e∗ factors
through M.
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Step 1. For any y ∈ p(O) there exists µy ∈ m s.t. µy · y = y.
Let x ∈ p−1(y) ∩O, and let Λ := Span{x}. Since Ξ is conical and O is open in Ξ,

l ∩O is open in l. Thus x lies in the tangent space to O at x. Thus there exists some
α ∈ g s.t. α · x = x. Since p is G-equivariant, we have α · y = y, and thus µy · y = y,
where µy is the projection of α to m ∼= g/u.

Step 2. For any y ∈ p(O) there is a semi-simple sy ∈ m s.t. sy · y = y. By semi-simple we mean
that sy acts semi-simply on any algebraic representation of M.

Let µy be as in the previous step, and let µy = sy + ny be the Jordan decomposition
of µy. Since ny acts nilpotently on e∗, and the actions of sy and ny commute, we have
sy · y = y.

Step 3. For any y ∈ p(O), there exists a non-nilpotent ty ∈ m∗ such that O ∩ p−1(y) is locally
invariant w.r.t. shifts in ty, i.e. for any x ∈ O ∩ p−1(y), we have ty ∈ Tx(O ∩ p−1(y)).

Fix y ∈ p(O). By the previous step and Lemma A.0.1 there exists a non-nilpotent
ty ∈ m∗ orthogonal to the stabilizer of y in m. Let x ∈ O∩p−1(y). It is enough to show
that e · x 3 ty. Consider the map φx : e → g∗ defined by φ(α) := α · x. It is easy to
see that Im(φ) ⊂ m∗. Thus we will consider φ as a map e→ m∗. Let ψ = φt : m→ e∗.
Then Imφ = (Kerψ)⊥. It is easy to see that ψ(α) = α · y. Thus Kerψ = my. Thus,
ty ∈ (Kerψ)⊥ = Imφ = e · x.

Step 4. For any y ∈ p(O), there exists non-nilpotent ty ∈ m∗ such that O ∩ p−1(y) includes an
affine line in the direction of ty through any point x ∈ O ∩ p−1(y).

We take ty as in the previous case. Note that O∩p−1(y) is an orbit of Gy and thus is
smooth. Let N := (O∩p−1(y))(C). We can consider ty as a constant vector filed on N .
Let x ∈ N . The existence and uniqueness theorem for solutions of ODEs imply that
x+ Cty ∩N is open in x+ Cty and thus it is Zariski dense in x+ Cty. Let L ⊂ p−1(y)
be the affine line through x in direction ty. We get that L∩O∩ p−1(y) is Zariski dense
in L. But it is also closed there. Therefore L ∩O ∩ p−1(y) = L.

Step 5. There exists non-nilpotent t0 ∈ O ∩m∗.
Take y ∈ p(O) and x ∈ O ∩ p−1(y). Let Λ := Span{x} and Π := Span{x, ty}. Since

Ξ is conical and O is open in Ξ, Λ∩O is dense in Λ. Together with the previous step,
this implies that Π ∩O is dense in Π. Therefore Π ⊂ O, and thus ty ∈ O ∩m∗.

Step 6. Contradiction.
The fact that O∩m∗ is conical and has finitely many orbits implies that it lies inside

the nilpotent cone of m∗. This contradicts the previous step.

�

Appendix B. Example of strict inequality in Definition A - by Ido Karshon

Let W be a symplectic vector space of dimension 2n. Let G := Sp(W )× Sp(W ⊕W ) and

H := {(Y,
(
Y 0
0 Y

)
)} ⊂ G

Then

h⊥ := {(−(A+ C),

(
A B
−B∗ C

)
) |A = −A∗, C = −C∗} ⊂ g,
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where A∗, B∗, and C∗ denote the conjugate operators w.r. to the symplectic form. Let O ⊂
N (g∗) be the product of minimal orbits of sp∗(W ) and sp∗(W ⊕W ). We identify g with g∗

using the Killing form, and recall that the minimal orbit in the symplectic Lie algebra consists
of rank one operators of the form vv∗, where v is a vector. Thus

h⊥ ∩O = {(−(aa∗ + bb∗),

(
aa∗ ab∗

ba∗ bb∗

)
) | a, b ∈ W are colinear} ⊂ g

Thus dim h⊥ ∩ O = dimW + 1, while dim O = 3 dimW . Thus for dimW > 2 we have
dim h⊥ ∩O < dim O/2, and thus, by Corollary 2.2.3, c−1

O (G/H) < 0.
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